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'Finally a comprehensive resource for pastoral care in response to the trauma of woman-battering.

Theologically grounded and practically applied, Woman-Battering is the perfect combination to

equip pastors and pastoral counselors to minister with battered women and battering men. Every

Christian minister needs this book in order to understand woman-battering in the context of our

religious and social culture.'- Marie M. Fortune, Executive Director Center for Prevention of Sexual

and Domestic Violence

Battering stats are no different in the church than out of the church and it is time churches

addressed this issue. This book will be a good first start. This book is intended for faith communities!

Introduction: Woman-Battering in Christian Congregations? (Why Do Men Batter? Effects of

Battering, Crises for Children, The Abused Woman Needs Safety, The Batterer Needs

Accountability). Chapter 1: Naming the Abuse (Typical Inhibitors for Battered Women, Why

Batterers Do Not Name Their Behavior, Creating the Climate for Disclosure, Knowing the Signs of



Abuse). Chapter 2: Being Prepared (Providing Practical Assistance, The Discomfort of Calling to

Accountability, An Active Counseling Role, Pastoral Self-Care). Chapter 3: Making Referrals

(Arguments Against Couple Counseling, How the Community Responds to the Batterer's Needs,

How Battered Women's Services Respond, How to Refer, Affirming the Value of Prosecution,

Responding to Child Abuse, Proactive Pastoral Care). Chapter 4: Safety (Why Battered Women

Seek Pastoral Care, The Movement to Safety, Is She Safe? Assessing Danger, Has He Changed?

Will He Change? Forgiveness. Chapter 5: Accountability (Why Batterers Seek Help, Pastoral

Responses to Men Who Batter, How to Respond to Controlling and Violent Behavior, Distinguishing

between Remorse and Repentance, Arrest and Accountability, Keep Safety Issues Paramount,

Scripture and Men Who Batter). Chapter 6: Suffering and Theology (Maintaining the Focus on

Behavior, Suffering and the Survivor's Mission, Jesus' Suffering Was Unique, Jesus Halted the

Suffering of Others, No More Suffering Is Necessary, A Community That Offers Bread Not Stones).

Conclusion: Creating a Responsive Church Community (Responding to the Victim and the Abuser,

Preventive Education, Supporting Community Resources Around Battering. Appendix: Handling an

Emergency Call.

The book is informative; it is just that the text is kind of faded which can make it a little difficult to

read.
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